
 

 

 

 

Speech of His Excellency Prime Minister Taur Matan Ruak on the 
occasion of the inauguration of the New Members of the VIII 

Constitutional Government 
 

 

 
Your Excellency, the President of the Republic, Mr. Francisco Guterres Lu-Olo, and the First lady 
 
Your Excellency, the President of the National Parliament, Mr. Aniceto Guterres 
 
Your Excellency, the President of the Court of Appeal, Mr. Deolindo dos Santos 
 
Your Excellency, the Former Prime Minister of the I and VII Constitutional Governments, Mr. Mari 
Alkatiri 
 
Your Excellencies, Former Holders of Sovereign Bodies  
 
Your Excellency, the President of the Authority of the Special Administrative Region of Oé-Cusse 
(the “RAEOA”) and the Special Zone of Social Market Economy of Timor-Leste (the “ZEESM-TL”), 
Mr. José Luís Guterres 
 
Your Excellencies, the Most Reverend Bishops of Baucau, Dili and Maliana 
 
Distinguished Members of the National Parliament 
 
Distinguished Members of the Government 
 
 
Your Excellencies 
 
Mr. Attorney General of the Republic 
 
Mr. Chief of the General Staff of FALINTIL - Defense Forces of Timor-Leste 
 
Mr. General Commander of the National Police of Timor-Leste 
 
 
Your Excellencies 
 
Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps 



 

Representatives of the International Agencies 
 
Representatives of Civil Society 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Distinguished Guests, 
 
 
On June 22, 2018, I assumed, with humility and a sense of duty, the demanding task of leading 
the VIII Constitutional Government and of being the Prime Minister of all Timorese, of leading a 
resilient and proud nation, seeking to continue the work carried out by all those who preceded me 
and erect the Nation of Timor-Leste, making it a sustainable, modern state and based on the 
principles of respect for human rights, universal peace, solidarity and, above all, unity, action and 
progress. 
 
Being fully aware of the complexity and difficulty inherent to the post of Prime Minister, I could 
not, however, foresee the vicissitudes that would come to agitate the national policy and, much 
less, foresee the Covid-19 pandemic, which until now has already caused more than 350,000 
(three hundred and fifty thousand) dead’s worldwide, global economic recession and job loss in 
numbers that put a large majority of the world's population at risk. 
 
However, throughout its history, the Timorese people have always exceeded themselves in times 
of great difficulty, when external events threatened our way of life and, as expected, once again 
faced these challenges, contributing to social stability, demonstrating maturity, democratic sense 
and odd patriotism. 
 
I must point out that the fight against Covid-19, a disease that still threatens our people and it is 
particularly dangerous for older generations, those who once gave sweat and blood to free Timor-
Leste, is not over yet and continues to demand the mobilization of all to ensure that no lives are 
lost. 
 
It was in defense of our way of life, the Timorese families, and, above all, to protect our elders, 
that our State acted promptly, seeking to prevent the outbreak of this disease in our country, and 
its spread throughout the territory, as well as the large-scale contamination of our People. 
 
We quickly closed our borders, restricted the entry of people from abroad, closed schools and 
universities, implemented hygiene and sanitary protection measures, which enabled us to have 0 
(zero) active cases of Covid-19 today, without regretting any loss of life. 
 
This victory, like others in our history, would not be possible without the support and unity of the 
Timorese people, who shown ability, discipline and resilience and that, with his usual generosity 
and concern for others, scrupulously fulfilled what was requested, making possible the control of 
Covid-19 in Timor-Leste. 
 
However, the fight continues, the danger of importing Covid-19 have not disappeared, therefore, 
wishing to return to normality within our borders, we must continue to take precautions, 



 

controlling the entry of people from overseas into national territory, avoiding the resurgence of 
cases of this disease in the country.  
Mr. President of the Republic, 
Distinguished guests  
 
In order to ensure a return to normal government, we are gathered here today to witness the 
inauguration of the new members of the VIII Constitutional Government. 
 
This reshuffle is intended to pave the way for political stability that will allow the contribution and 
involvement of all Timorese, regardless of their ideology, their militancy or their aspirations 
towards the country.  
 
The building of our nation's future does not dismiss the contribution of any Timorese and it is with 
awareness of this fact that the VIII Constitutional Government is open to the participation of new 
political forces, through consultation and dialogue, fundamental to ensure that Timor-Leste and 
the Timorese can aspire to a more prosperous and happy future. 
 
Political stability and openness to dialogue are fundamental prerequisites for the success of the 
action of any Government, regardless of the parties supporting it, or the Prime Minister leading it. 
 
We are aware that, in Democracy, many are the ideas and aspirations that citizens and political, 
civic or social organizations have for their homeland. 
 
That is the strength of Democracy! 
 
However, beyond debate and differences, it is essential that we learn how to find compromises 
that could mobilize all of us as a People to achieve our common national goals. 
 
That is why I see today's ceremony as a demonstration of the strength of our democratic regime, 
of the vitality of our Democracy and of our citizens, as well as of our capacity as Timorese to find 
solutions to the challenges we face at every moment, through dialogue and commitment. 
 
By completing the structure of the VIII Constitutional Government, we are taking a step forward 
in order to work more and better in search for answers to the problems that each of our 
compatriots faces in their daily lives and to fulfil the commitments that we have assumed in the 
Government's program. 
 
This Government is, therefore, a working Government, that will be open to dialogue and to the 
participation of all those who wish to make a positive contribution to the development of our land 
and the well-being of our People. 
 
Despite the existing political differences we all know, and that, I reiterate, only reinforce the 
vitality of our democracy, we count on everyone’s contribution, either in the Government, 
implementing policies to which we are committed before our citizens, or on the opposition, through 
the constructive criticism that will make the Government more demanding and capable of 
responding to the development challenges.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Mr. President of the Republic, 
Distinguished guests 
 
At this point, I would like to express my appreciation, recognition and gratitude to the members 
of the VIII Constitutional Government who, regrettably, are leaving office. 
 
Without your work, dedication and loyalty it would not have been possible for either the Prime 
Minister or the Government to carry out the work concluded, or to face the challenges 
encountered, in a context of great political, social and economic complexity.  
 
As Prime Minister, I am grateful for the work that has been done and which deserves the 
recognition and appreciation of each of our fellow citizens. 
 
I would like also to offer a word of gratitude to Your Excellency Mr. President of the Republic 
for the institutional and constructive cooperation that always tried to maintain with the 
Government, and for having accepted to nominate and take over the new members of the 
executive, who are taking office today. 
 
To the National Parliament, the Government reiterates its availability to further discuss the 
policies and legislation that are necessary for the good of our People and for the development of 
our homeland, what we will do with full respect for the parliamentary institution and for the 
diversity of thoughts that are represented there. 
 
To the Courts, the Government offers a word of appreciation and respect for the decisions they 
are taking, aware that, regardless of the opinion that each citizen is free to have about them, 
only the respect for them and the judiciary will contribute to the consolidation of the Democratic 
rule of law. 
 
To our People, I renew the commitment I made in the past of absolute dedication to the defense 
of the State's interest and to the construction of a Democracy capable of ensuring freedom, 
prosperity and well-being for all. 
 
Mr. President of the Republic 
Distinguished guests 
 
Based on this new understanding, we have a stronger, more inclusive and available Government 
to cooperate with all sovereign bodies and, together, tackle all challenges. 
 
Challenges that the VIII Government intends to achieve, namely: the maintenance of peace and 
social stability, recovery, growth and economic diversification, with an increase in national 
productivity, sustained by improvements in well-being, in the education and professional training 
system, in the national health system, but also in relaxing and facilitating private investment in 
Timor-Leste. 
 
Equally important is the recovery of the Timorese’s confidence in their representatives, so we 
intend to start efforts for a truly transformative administrative reform, which allows us to have an 
open and transparent administration, based on democratic principles of good faith, public interest 
and ethics. 
 



 

We understand the complexity of what we want to achieve, we know that these challenges are 
not easy, but we are confident that, with our international partners and, above all, with the support 
of our internal partners and of the Timorese, these challenges, although also dependent on 
regional and international evolution, are achievable. 
 
The Timorese have already demonstrated their resilience and the courageous way in which they 
embrace the challenges, throughout our history. 
 
Allow me, so, to believe that together we will all win, once again. 
 
 
Together we will create a fairest state, we will create opportunities for all Timorese, a modern, 
developed and prosperous state. 
 
 
May God bless us all. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
 
 
Taur Matan Ruak 
Prime Minister 
May 29th, 2020 
 

 


